
DEREK J. CHOW 

AREAS SERVED: US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Honolulu District, Honolulu, Hawaii; 

US Forces-Afghanistan, Kabul, Afghanistan; USACE, Gulf Region North, Danger Resident 

Office, Tikrit, Iraq; US Army Garrison, Hawaii, Wheeler AAF, Hawaii; Kahoolawe Island 

Reserve Commission, Kahoolawe, Hawaii; USACE, Seattle District, Seattle, Washington; 

Seattle Water Department, Seattle, Washington; USACE, Japan District, Yokota Air Base, 

Japan. 

DUTIES PERFORMED: 

06/01/2018 to present. Senior Project Manager, Project Management Group, SSFM 

International, Inc., Honolulu, HI. 

Provides management and oversight of planning and design projects throughout the State 

of Hawaii, Pacific Territories, and Federated States of Micronesia. 

10/01/2007 to 5/30/2018. Chief, Civil & Public Works Branch, GS-14, US Army Corps of 

Engineers, Honolulu, HI. 
Works closely with the District Commander, deputy, and other principal staff in 
administering the District's missions towards achieving strategic plans, goals, and 
objectives. As Chief of Civil Works (CW), administers the Honolulu District's water 
resources development/civil works program of critical water infrastructure projects 
throughout Hawaii and Pacific Territories. Administers the work for others/reimbursable 
program for customers in Hawaii, Pacific Territories, and Freely Associated States. Provides 
command and control of staff performance and project activities, interfaces with external 
regional colleagues, conducts quality assurance on all products and services, supervises 
program management and development over the District's investigations, construction, 
operations and maintenance, and regulatory functions in accordance with the USACE 
Business Process. Serves as the District's primary point of contact on all civil works issues. 
Supervises and manages program and project managers, as well as facilitates horizontal 
integration with technical elements, in their execution, formulation and management of 
investigations, planning, design, and construction phases of deep water commercial ports, 
small boat harbors, construction, operations, and maintenance of flood control structures, 
shoreline erosion prevention, ecosystem restoration projects, watershed planning, 
protection and restoration of wetlands, and supports natural disaster and emergency 
readiness response programs. Responsible for management decisions on major civil works 
and Interagency and International Services (IIS) program issues. Established the 
integrated water resources strategy for the USACE CW program in the Pacific that includes 
developing collaborative partnerships with sponsors, federal, state, county, territorial 
government agencies, communities, stakeholders, and elected officials resulting not only in 
an improved process but also improved relationships. 

Set goals and objectives to maximize and protect federal investments and in particular for 
the CW Operations and Maintenance (O&M) program to maintain projects to function as 
designed. Informs State, Territorial, and County governors and mayors in understanding 
the vulnerabilities of unmaintained projects and ineligibility of these projects for Federal 
assistance if not maintained. Raised Federal navigation projects conditions to "good". 

Aligned assignments of civil works project managers and planning staff with their strengths, 

skills, and experiences that resulted in improved performance and management. 
Restructured the civil works staff training plan to focus not only on the Planning Core 
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