
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 

HONOLULU 

DAVID Y. IGE 

GOVERNOR 

July 6, 2021 

The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi, 

President and Members of the Senate 

Thirty First State Legislature 

State Capitol, Room 409 

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

The Honorable Scott K. Saiki, 

Speaker and Members of the 

House of Representatives 

Thirty First State Legislature 

State Capitol, Room 431 

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

Dear President Kouchi, Speaker Saiki, and Members of the Legislature: 

I am transmitting herewith HB53 SD1 CD1, without my approval and with the statement 

of objections relating to the measure. 

HB53 SD1 CD1 RELATING TO STATE BONDS. 

Sincerely, 

�J* 
DAVIDY. IGE 

Governor, State of Hawai'i 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 53 

Honorable Members 
Thirty-First Legislature 
State of Hawai'i 

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article Ill of the Constitution of the State of 

Hawai'i, I am returning herewith, without my approval, House Bill No. 53, entitled "A Bill 

for an Act Relating to State Bonds." 

The purpose of this bill is to authorize the issuance of general obligation 

bonds by the State. Further, this bill declares the Legislature's findings with respect to 

this bond authorization as required by Section 13 of Article VII of the Hawaii State 

Constitution. 

This bill is objectionable because there is insufficient funding for the debt 

service on the amount of general obligation bonds proposed by this bill and the 

associated general obligation bond declaration, which renders them invalid. 

House Bill No. 54, entitled "A Bill for an Act Relating to the State Budget," 

and House Bill No. 200, entitled "A Bill for an Act Relating to the State Budget," the 

General Appropriations Act of 2021, approved as Act 88, both appropriate moneys from 

the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA), Pub. L. No. 117-2, § 9901, 135 Stat. 4, 

223 (2021 ), for debt service payments for fiscal years 2021-2022 and 2022-2023. 

However, according to the federal guidance regarding the spending of ARPA moneys, 

such funds cannot be used for the payment of debt service. Consequently, general 

funds must be substituted for the ARPA moneys to pay debt service. 

To correct this situation, in my statement of objections to House Bill No. 

54, I stated that the appropriation of general funds must be made for fiscal year 2021-

2022 for the payment of debt service in the amount of $238,944,470. In addition, I 

stated that the appropriation of general funds must be made for fiscal year 2022-2023 

for the payment of debt service in the amount of $257,446,927. If those general fund 
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appropriations are not made to provide for debt service payments, then this bill is 

objectionable because the State would not be able to issue the general obligation bonds 

authorized by this bill due to the insufficient funding for the debt service payments. If 

the Legislature is able to meet my objections with respect to debt service in House Bill 

No. 54, I would likely no longer have objections to this bill, however, to allow sufficient 

time to correct the errors in House Bill No. 54, the effective date of this bill is 

objectionable because the funding for this bill is contingent on the corrections to House 

Bill No. 54. To correct that situation, the effective date of this bill would have to be 

delayed to provide sufficient time to ensure House Bill No. 54 is enacted prior to this bill 

being enacted. 

For. the foregoing reasons, I am returning House Bill No. 53 without my 

approval. 

Respectfully, 

�J-%--
Governor of Hawai'i 
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